Springtime means people and their pets enjoying the outdoors, but keep in mind rattlesnakes are also drawn to the warmer weather.   

Rattlesnakes are generally not aggressive and will try to avoid you or your pets but will strike when threatened.  When hiking stay on open trails and keep your dog on a leash  away from high grass, heavy underbrush, and rocks. If you hear the telltale rattle, keep control of your dog. If given room rattlesnakes will usually retreat.  Snakes are found everywhere- including parks and residential neighborhoods. 
If your pet is bitten, seek veterinary attention immediately. A venomous snakebite is potentially a life- threatening emergency so speed of treatment is critical. The venom can cause shock, internal bleeding, and massive tissue damage. Treatment involves neutralizing the venom and controlling pain and infection. 

 A rattlesnake vaccine is available which provides protection against the dangerous effects of the venom. The vaccine helps the dog’s own immune system destroy the venom. A bitten pet still needs to be treated by a veterinarian, but vaccinated dogs have much less pain, reduced risk of permanent injury, and a faster recovery.  The vaccine only protects against certain varieties of rattlesnakes in the southern California and will not protect against other venomous snakes. When the vaccine is first given, it must be boostered in one month before it is fully effective. I definitely recommend the vaccine for any dog that might come face to face with a rattlesnake.
